
Selma Elementary Dual Language Immersion Program

Mission Statement of SES  Dual Language Model:
● To produce bi-literate, bilingual, and multicultural learners who are critical

thinkers, leaders, and contributors in a diverse and competitive world.

Our Program Goals
● To develop bilingual and  bi-literate students who will speak and listen fluently in

English and Spanish as well as demonstrate reading and writing proficiency in
both languages

● To develop students who are culturally proficient and have positive attitudes
towards all cultures, our community, our nation, and the world.

Instructional Model

● At SES our two-way Dual Language program strives to use the
two-teacher team model. In this model one immersion teacher and one
English teacher pair up to serve a number of students. In some cases,
one class can be self-contained and taught by only one teacher who is
highly proficient in both languages. With two classes, the A-day/B-day
model can be utilized which allows for the full development of all content
and language in both languages.

All of our  K students are enrolled in the DL program. However, parents may
choose the English-only option. Starting in first-grade parents will need to
complete an interest form in order to continue in the DL program in 1st grade.

Components of successful programs (non-negotiables)
● Strict separation of languages - all English one all Spanish the next day
● Minimum 50% target language instruction
● Simultaneous literacy: literacy in two languages
● 1st through 5th-grade commitment to participate
● Spanish 90 minute literacy rotation: small group reading, word study, writing
● English and Spanish curriculum alignment

What the research says:
● Learning in two languages is good for you:

○ Bilinguals can switch between two different language systems. Their
brains are very active and they develop more flexible approaches to
thinking through problems (Zelasko and Antunez, 2000).

○ Their ability to read and think in two different languages promotes higher
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levels of abstract thought, which is critically important in learning (Diaz,
1985).

○ Recent research indicates that bilingualism may delay the onset of
Alzheimer’s disease (Dreifus, 2011).

● Young kids are wired to learn language:
○ Early immersion in a second language capitalizes on young children’s

metalinguistic, cognitive and psycholinguistic capacities to learn language
(Genesee 1984; Lambert 1984)

○ Research indicates that children who are exposed to a foreign language at
a young age achieve higher levels of cognitive development at an earlier
age. (Bialystok & Hakuta 1994; Fuchsen 1989)

● Bilinguals have an easier time:
○ understanding math concepts and solving word problems more

easily (Zelasko and Antunez, 2000);
○ developing strong thinking skills (Kessler and Quinn, 1980);
○ using logic (Bialystok and Majumder, as cited in Castro,

Ayankoya, & Kasprzak, 2011)
○ focusing, remembering, and making decisions (Bialystok,

2001)
○ thinking about language (Castro et al., 2011); and learning

other languages (Jessner, 2008).

To learn more:

● Visit our school website
○ https://www.johnston.k12.nc.us/ses

● Read this infographic about the benefits of the bilingual brain.
○ https://bit.ly/3tUuRk6

● Learning a second language: How parents can help
○ https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/learning-a-second-la

nguage/
● Dual language Spanish Resources for Parents

○ https://bit.ly/3tRkNIj

* The Dual Language Program extends to Selma Middle School

https://www.johnston.k12.nc.us/domain/8072
https://www.johnston.k12.nc.us/ses
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sgh-mNIPRtdw0uQa1dMuoGUg1H234tRT/view?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/3tUuRk6
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/learning-a-second-language/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/learning-a-second-language/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/learning-a-second-language/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lHzClW1TMZqkjYfFgNWDUyLVzgPrk1GiuXiixmpNK5Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/3tRkNIj

